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INTRODUCTION: 

 

The issue of legalizing marijuana has been a topic of debate and discussion in 

many countries around the world. As an increasing number of countries have 

started to decriminalize or legalize the use of marijuana, it is essential for the 

Legal Committee to examine the potential benefits and challenges associated 

with this issue. This research report aims to provide an overview of the various 

aspects related to the legalization of marijuana and present balanced arguments 

for consideration. 

 

 

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE: 

 

The use of marijuana has a long history, with evidence of its cultivation and 

consumption dating back thousands of years. It has been utilized for medicinal, 

spiritual, and recreational purposes in different cultures. However, the legal 

status of marijuana has varied significantly across different regions and time 

periods. Understanding the historical context is crucial in assessing the current 

situation and potential implications of legalization. 



 

 

HEALTH AND SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 

 

1. Medicinal Benefits: Marijuana has shown potential therapeutic benefits in the 

treatment of various medical conditions such as chronic pain, epilepsy, multiple 

sclerosis, and nausea associated with chemotherapy. Extensive research is 

required to explore its efficacy, dosage, and potential side effects. 

 

2. Public Health Concerns: The legalization of marijuana raises concerns about 

the potential increase in use, especially among vulnerable populations such as 

adolescents. The committee must consider measures to mitigate potential 

negative health impacts and implement appropriate regulations, including age 

restrictions, dosage guidelines, and public education campaigns. 

 

3. Criminal Justice System: The criminalization of marijuana has led to a 

significant burden on law enforcement and the judicial system. Legalization 

could alleviate this burden, allowing resources to be redirected towards more 

pressing issues. However, the committee must address potential challenges 

related to the regulation of production, distribution, and taxation to ensure public 

safety. 

 

 

ECONOMIC AND LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS: 

 

1. Economic Opportunities: Legalizing marijuana could create new industries, 

generate tax revenue, and stimulate economic growth. This includes 

opportunities for job creation in cultivation, distribution, retail, and ancillary 

services such as research and development. 



 

2. International Legal Frameworks: The committee must assess the compatibility 

of marijuana legalization with existing international drug control treaties and 

conventions. If conflicts arise, discussions on potential modifications or 

alternative approaches may be necessary. 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL COMPARISONS: 

 

The experiences of countries that have already legalized marijuana, such as 

Uruguay, Canada, and certain states in the United States, offer valuable insights. 

The committee should examine the regulatory frameworks, social impacts, and 

public health outcomes in these jurisdictions to inform its discussions. 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVES: 

 

1. Germany: Germany has taken steps towards the legalization of medical 

marijuana, allowing its use under certain circumstances. However, recreational 

use is still illegal, although there have been growing discussions on potential 

reforms. 

 

2. United States of America: The United States has a diverse approach to 

marijuana legalization. Several states have legalized both medical and 

recreational use, while others have decriminalized or allowed only medical use. 

However, marijuana remains illegal at the federal level. 

 



3. China: China has strict drug control policies, including marijuana. It considers 

marijuana a controlled substance and prohibits its use, possession, and 

cultivation. 

 

4. Russia: Russia has a strict anti-drug policy, and marijuana is illegal for both 

medical and recreational use. The country actively participates in international 

efforts to combat drug trafficking. 

 

5. Canada: Canada legalized recreational marijuana in 2018, becoming the first 

G7 country to do so. It has a regulated market for both medical and recreational 

use, with strict age restrictions and regulations. 

 

6. United Kingdom: The United Kingdom permits the use of medical marijuana 

in specific circumstances and under strict regulations. However, recreational use 

remains illegal, although there have been ongoing discussions and debates on 

potential reforms. 

 

7. Sweden: Sweden has a strict zero-tolerance policy towards marijuana. Both 

medical and recreational use are illegal, and the country maintains a strong focus 

on drug prevention and control. 

 

8. Spain: Spain has a unique approach to marijuana. While recreational use is 

technically illegal, private consumption and cultivation in private spaces are 

tolerated. Several cannabis social clubs operate under specific regulations. 

 

9. France: France has strict drug laws, and marijuana is illegal for both medical 

and recreational use. However, there have been discussions on potential reforms, 

particularly regarding medical cannabis. 

 



10. Japan: Japan has stringent drug laws, and marijuana is illegal for both 

medical and recreational use. It maintains a zero-tolerance policy, and 

possession or use can lead to severe penalties. 

 

11. South Africa: In 2018, South Africa's Constitutional Court decriminalized 

the private use and cultivation of marijuana for personal consumption. However, 

regulations for commercial use and distribu,on are s,ll being developed. 


