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INTRODURCTION: 

 

The issue of decreasing the economically inflicted education gap is crucial for 

providing fair chances to all individuals and minimizing child labor.  

 

BACKGROUND: 

The economically inflicted education gap is a formidable challenge that affects 

millions of children worldwide, creating a stark contrast between those who have 

access to quality education and those who do not. This gap is primarily rooted in the 

economic disparities prevalent in societies, perpetuating cycles of inequality and 

limiting the future prospects of countless young minds. 



In today's world, where access to information and knowledge is considered a 

fundamental human right, it is alarming that millions of children remain out of 

school. According to the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (UNESCO), in 2020, approximately 258 million children and youth 

were out of school. This staggering number represents a global education crisis, as 

these children are being denied their right to education, a key instrument for breaking 

the cycle of poverty. 

One of the most concerning aspects of this crisis is the vicious cycle it perpetuates. 

Poverty often forces children to work from a young age to support their families, 

which means they cannot attend school regularly. As a result, they miss out on 

essential learning opportunities. This lack of education diminishes their future 

earning potential, trapping them in a cycle of poverty. 

The link between the economically inflicted education gap and child labor is 

undeniable. Globally, an estimated 152 million children are engaged in child labor, 

with many engaged in hazardous work. These children are robbed of their childhood, 

exposed to dangerous conditions, and denied the opportunity for personal growth and 

development. 

Understanding the depth and breadth of this issue is crucial for addressing it 

effectively. Closing the economically inflicted education gap is not only about 

providing an education; it's about breaking the chains of poverty, ensuring equal 

opportunities, and securing a brighter future for generations to come.  

 

 

DEFINITIONS OF KEYTERMS: 



 

a. Economically Inflicted Education Gap: Disparities in education due to 

financial limitations. 

 

b. Child Labor: The employment of children in work that deprives them of 

their childhood, interferes with their ability to attend regular schools, and is 

mentally, physically, socially, or morally harmful. 

c. Equity in Education: Ensuring that every individual has access to the same 

quality of education regardless of their socio-economic background. 

 

POTENTIAL ISSUES: 

 

a. Weak Governance: Inadequate regulations and enforcement mechanisms 

can hinder efforts to combat child labor and ensure equitable education. 

 

b. Poverty: Economic struggles can force children to work instead of attending 

school to support their families. 

 

c. Cultural Norms: Societal norms may prioritize child labor over education, 

particularly in rural or marginalized communities. 

 

 

MAIN COUNTRIES IMVOLVED: 

 

China: 



China's actions have a significant impact on the global landscape of education 

and child labor. While China has made substantial progress in improving 

access to education for its citizens, it faces challenges in rural areas. The 

country also has a history of addressing child labor issues, and its policies and 

practices can serve as both positive and negative examples for other nations. 

India: 

India is home to one of the largest populations of out-of-school children and 

child laborers in the world. Its efforts to bridge the education gap and combat 

child labor are of global significance. India's experiences with public-private 

partnerships in education and its initiatives to eradicate child labor in various 

industries are important case studies for international discussions. 

United States: 

The United States is a key player in global initiatives for quality education and 

child labor prevention. Its financial contributions to international 

organizations and advocacy for education access make it influential. The U.S. 

has also addressed child labor within its own borders, emphasizing the 

importance of domestic policies in tackling this issue. 

Nigeria: 

As one of the most populous countries in Africa, Nigeria's approach to 

education and child labor has regional implications. The nation faces 

challenges due to its large out-of-school population and a high prevalence of 

child labor, particularly in the informal sector. Nigeria's policies and programs 

aimed at addressing these issues are significant for the continent's 

development efforts. 



United Kingdom: 

The UK's involvement in international aid and development makes it an 

important contributor to global efforts to improve education access and reduce 

child labor. Its policies and strategies for supporting education in developing 

countries can serve as examples for other donor nations 

 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS FOR DELEGATES: 

 

a. How can international collaboration strengthen efforts to eradicate child 

labor and promote education for all? 

b. What strategies can be implemented to incentivize parents to prioritize 

education over child labor? 

c. How can technology be leveraged to provide accessible and quality 

education to disadvantaged children? 

USEFUL SOURCES: 

• United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) Goal 4  

o https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/education/  

• International Labor Organization (ILO) reports on child labor 

o https://www.ilo.org/ipec/ChildlabourstatisticsSIMPOC/lang--

en/index.htm   

• World Bank data on education and poverty 

o https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2022/06/23/70-of-

10-year-olds-now-in-learning-poverty-unable-to-read-and-understand-

a-simple-

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/education/
https://www.ilo.org/ipec/ChildlabourstatisticsSIMPOC/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/ipec/ChildlabourstatisticsSIMPOC/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2022/06/23/70-of-10-year-olds-now-in-learning-poverty-unable-to-read-and-understand-a-simple-text#:~:text=WASHINGTON%2C%20June%2023%2C%202022%20%E2%80%94,report%20published%20today%20by%20the
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2022/06/23/70-of-10-year-olds-now-in-learning-poverty-unable-to-read-and-understand-a-simple-text#:~:text=WASHINGTON%2C%20June%2023%2C%202022%20%E2%80%94,report%20published%20today%20by%20the
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2022/06/23/70-of-10-year-olds-now-in-learning-poverty-unable-to-read-and-understand-a-simple-text#:~:text=WASHINGTON%2C%20June%2023%2C%202022%20%E2%80%94,report%20published%20today%20by%20the


text#:~:text=WASHINGTON%2C%20June%2023%2C%202022%20

%E2%80%94,report%20published%20today%20by%20the  

• UNICEF reports on education inequality 

o https://www.unicef-irc.org/publications/995-an-unfair-start-education-

inequality-children.html   

• Educational Inequality 

o https://docs.iza.org/dp15225.pdf  
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